John Perring, Frank Selimyer, 
| and Chuck Dunning have re- 
cently cleaned many of the guns 
and swords that were donated to 
the society by Dr. George Crout. 
Chuck Dunning has extensive 
| knowledge of guns and was 
able to assist in identifying and 
labeling many of them. He also 
donated a gun rack to better 
store some of the collection. 


Mestesses needed 


We will be asking for host- 
esses for our 1994 meetings. 
The hostess is responsible for 
one of the most important fea- 
tures of our montly meetings: 
refreshments that are served fol- 
lowing the program. Please vol- 
unteer for this important postion 
| during the year. 


Have you paid your 
| 1994 dues? 


Historical Society dues are 
payable now for 1994. Dues are 
$8 per year or $200 for a lifetime 
membership. If you are net sure 
if you have paid for 1994, ask 
Marcia Cox. You may take your 
dues to our monthly meeting or 
‘| mail them to the Livingston 

| County Historical Society, P.O. 
Box 680, Pontiac, IL. 61764. 


Che Livinaston Toumty 
Historical Society 


P.O. BOX 680 
PONTIAC, ILLINOIS 61764 


Pontiac to host 


Pontiac will host one of the world 
famous Smithsonian Institute exhib- 
its this September. The Smithsonian 
Institute and Museum in Washington, 
D.C. is developing a new project 
called Smithsonian Institution Travel- 
ling Exhibition Service or SITES. This 
new exhibit is specifically designed 
for smali towns and rural areas that 
may not normally have access to the 
Smithsonian’s larger and more costly 
travelling exhibits. 

The exhibit is entitled, "Produce 
for Victory: Posters on the American 
Home Front, 1941-1945." Timed to 
coincide with the 50th anniversary of 
World War I, it features reproduc- 
tions of the vintage posters which, 
hailed as a visual call to arms, 
encouraged all Americans to support 
the fighting men abroad by buying 
war bonds and stepping up produc- 
tivity in all facets of their lives. 

The exhibit focuses on the poster, 
their images and underlying mes- 
sages as a reflection of "the war at 
home." The exhibit will be displayed 
at the Evenglow Lodge Library for six 
weeks beginning in September. 


=, | Smithsonian Exhibit 


Other events are being planned to 
accompany this Smithsonian poster 
exhibit. A lecture series discussing 
various aspects of the war is being 
organized by Aaron Winters.. World 
War II movies may also be a part of 
the lecture series. An exhibit of local 
war memorabilia is planned. The gala 
opening of the exhibit will be marked 
by a "USO-type’ show and dance. 
This event will feature various World 
War H era entertainment. The main 
entertainment of the evening will be 
a Big Band dance with participants 
being encouraged to wear World 
War II period clothing.. 

This will be a very exciting sum- 
mer for Pontiac. More events are 
currently being planned to mark the 
50th anniversary of the war. The 
Jones House and Yost House will 
feature exhibits and displays through- 
out the summer and fall. If you or 
anyone you know would like to 
become involved with some aspect 
of this project, attend the next meet- 
ing of the Smithsonian Exhibit Group, 
7 p.m., Thursday, March 10 in the 
Evenglow Lodge Library. 


The spring season for the Jones 
and Yost Houses will be here soon. 
The first day will be May 2. Ifyou have § 


ideas for displays or actitivities, call 
Laura Sellmyer at 842-3457. 


velop a plan for the property and then begin planting 
Perring has done some research on historical landscaép 
Lorraine Sellmyer is quite knowledgable about gardenin 
ities. Contact either of them if you would like to h 

We also need to plan our agenda for this spring. 


igns and 
plant var- 


Bo id like to 


have a special spring open house at the Jones House we need to deter- 
mine a date for this event. May 10th has been designated as Historic 
Preservation Week. Possibly we could do something at this time. 

This is your society and it will be alot more fun if you become 


active in it. We have alot of great people in Historical Society. 
Pick a project that interests you, get involved and get to know these 
poeple better. If you have any ideas for the society for the coming 
year give me a call at 842-3457. I‘d like to hear from you! 


Laura Sellmyer 
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SOCIETY 


Dr. George T. Crout gave the society a number of historical art- 
ifacts that he has collected during his lifetime. The collection 
consisted of army rifles dating back to flint locks, up to and including 
some World War II weapons. The collection also contained a large number 
of swords, bayonets, revolvers, pistols, and knives. 

Dr. Crout was a physician who practiced in the Flanagan area for 
many years. He was a medical officer in the army before and during 
World War II. 

Dr. Crout donated the first part of his collection in September, 
1991. He passed away shortly after that. His sister, Alice Funk, also 
a resident of the Flanagan area gave some additional items from his 
collection in January of this year. 

The collection is currently being stored in the walk in vault in 
the museum room at the old City Hall. We are very greatful to Dr. Crout 
for this valuable gift and to his sister, Alice Funk for presenting it 
to us. by Frank Sellmyer 


spring. John + 


